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The Dog Days of Summer are upon us, sometimes too hot to drive our 

classic cars.  However, we should enjoy the warm weather while it’s here, 

and take advantage of the opportunity to roam new byways and scenery 

with our personal time machines.  Here’s another idyllic Kevin Walsh 

portrait of our dreams.  I hope your MG takes you to one like this. 

More Good Things! 

Our August meeting will feature an important presentation by Dave Collier, our Technical Advisor, about 

improving the safety of your MG.  June was such an active month that we didn’t have space in our July 

issue to include the NAMGBR Convention and the Touch of England Show.  They are covered this 

month, thanks to reports from our Members.  While the summer sunshine has been fierce lately, 

alternating with stormy rains, the summer mornings and long afternoons are a delightful time to take our 

cars out for a pleasure drive.  There are plenty of events to enjoy this month!  Cheers, Rich B, Editor 
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2018 Meeting Dates 

  

Club meetings are usually 

held at 7:30pm on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month:   

August 28,  September 25, 

October 23, November 27, 

December TBA  

2018 OFFICERS & TRUSTEES           MEETINGS 

Meshing Gears is a publication of the MG Car Club  Central Jersey Centre, a 

non-profit organization established in 1962, and is dedicated to expanding 

and maintaining interest in British sports cars. 

The MG Car Club - Central Jersey Centre is an affiliate of the North 

American MGB Register, USA; the American MGB Association, USA; The 

MG Owners Club, UK; and the MG Car Club, UK founded in 1930 as the only 

factory supported and approved organization for all Mg’s. 

Membership in the MG Club is open to all. Ownership of a MG is not a 

condition of membership. 

Have a contribution to our newsletter? 
Please send it by the 25th of the month to:  

Rich Breton:  rbreton@optonline.net  Publication is the 1st of each month. 

Visit our  

website at 

mgccnj.org 

 

 

 

President     

Vice President                    Steve Wagoner               swag11@gmail.com 

Treasurer Karl Marx                        
973-267- 3630 

falco4@optonline.net 

Secretary  
Rudy 

Bescherer  
rdbescherer@yahoo.com 

Trustees at Large                Ole Flandrup oleMGB@gmail.com  

 Eliot Ganek                     ejganek@yahoo.com 

 Ed Orna ejorna@verizon.net 

Advisor Butch O’Conner bfo@spsk.com 

Britfest Chairman               
Charlie 

Tregidgo       
tregidgolaw@gmail.com 

Event & Rally Coordinator               Bob Knecht mgbowner@warwick.net 

Meeting Refreshments Steve Gastwirth stevegastwirth@aol.com 

Membership Chairlady      Mary Hayes    mgmidgetmary@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor         Rich Breton rbreton@optonline.net 

Regalia Chairman                Gary Perrault gperr@optonline.net 

Technical Advisor                Dave Collier                   dacollier1@yahoo.com 

Webmaster   Mike Ruane mike@revelation.com 

2018 Member  

of the Year                             
Skip Murray  

Are you a member  

of the MGCCCJC? 

Annual dues are 

only $25. 

The benefits 

& events 

 continue all year! 
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Random Thoughts from your VP, 

Hi All, I was talking with Karl Marx, and he informed me that the club celebrates its 55th anniversary this year!  
Our club started in 1963.  I won't tell you what I did that year, but can you remember what you were up to?  If 
you have any memories of the founding of our club, please send our Editor a note for our next newsletter! 

As we approach the midway point of summer, I look back at the first half of the season to see if I have 
accomplished goals I had set for this time.  I have started to widen my driveway by 4 feet. That includes digging 
out a 100 year old Oak tree stump. I am also hip deep into cleaning out my garage. I now have a space where I 
can stand! (Those who have seen the inside of my garage know what an accomplishment that is.) I also tried to 
start my 59 English Ford Consul. Apparently the starter has to come out because it’s Bendix drive is stuck. 
Although this car hasn't run since 1971, I WILL have it running by the time you read this! 

I just bought a gallon of DRX rust remover that I found online. I plan to use it on the exterior sheet metal of my 
MG Magnette.  If it works well, I plan on painting the exterior of the Magnette. That will be a protective paint job, 
not a show quality paint. I also hope to get some work done on Cecil, my MGB, with my 9 year old 
granddaughter!  I have another rust removing chemical that I will test.  The rust removers that I am using are non 
polluting!   

I will be letting you all know how I make out with these rust removers.  Rich Breton reports good results with 
inexpensive white vinegar and wire brushing.  You can research this online.  

After writing this, I think I will need an extended summer!  July's meeting was a continuation of my discussion on 
body restoration for the MGB!  We had an excellent Power Point presentation by Craig Wolfgang on the repair & 
re-installation of rust damaged body panels on his MGB.  The meeting topic for August will be “Things we can all 
do to make our little British cars as safe as we can”.  This discussion will be led by Dave Collier, who has an 
extensive knowledge of MGs and the items available to enhance their safety.  September's meeting will be our 
annual Oktoberfest, held at the VFW outdoor pavilion  This may move indoors if weather is too cold! 

If you have anything that you feel may be of interest to your fellow members, please share with us all! 

Safety Fast & see you all on August 28th. 

Your VP, Steve Wagoner 

 

LETTER FROM OUR VICE-PRESIDENT 
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES    NA MGB Register Meet  

By Gary Perrault. 

The North American MGB Register held it’s 27th annual convention in Gettysburg PA on June 17 to 22, 2018. Janet 

and I have participated in 7 conventions that I can remember. (Parsippany, NJ; Gatlinburg, TN; Valley Forge, PA; 

Bellville, Ont, Niagara Falls, Ont; Louisville, KY and probably one more that I just don’t remember.) All these 

conventions were extremely enjoyable with many things for the family to participate in. The conventions start on a 

Monday and end on Thursday with most participants leaving on Friday morning.  

Gettysburg was an exceptional convention with excellent tech sessions, a formal tea for the ladies (General Grant 

and his wife attended this event) and a great hotel complex.  The Wyndham Gettysburg was the event site, 

including the car show, which was held on the hotel grounds. 

The convention provided activities to keep everyone busy, including self-guided tours of the historic battlefields. 

Janet & I also went to President Eisenhower’s farm, and the parking lot get-together every evening.   

After the car show on Thursday, that night featured a Gala Banquet.   

Reporting & Photos by Gary Perrault     

Approximately 345 cars were on display at the car show. MG models included in NAMGBR are MGB’s. MGC’s, 

1100’s Midgets & Magnettes.  However all British cars are welcome, and owners of many marques participated.   
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES    NAMGBR Meet - June 17 

Next year’s NAMBR Convention will be at the Great Wolf Lodge in Traverse City, Michigan. This is scheduled for 

early June, 2019.   

Every five years the Convention is open to all MG models ever made, from the beginning of the Marque to the latest 

MGFs.  This is being planned for June 2021 in Atlantic City, NJ. (Go figure!) 

Reporting & Photos by Gary Perrault     

The members from our club who participated this year were Janet & Gary Perrault, Bob & Nancy Knecht, Ralph & 

Allie  Brown, Mary Hayes and Roy Wheery. I believe all had a great time!   
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES    Touch of England Show 

The historic Hermitage Museum was the tree-shaded setting for one of the favorite shows of the season, the Touch 

of England Show hosted by the NJ Triumphs Assn.  There was a great showing of MGs by Members of our club. 

Reporting & Photos by  Rich Breton     
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES    Touch of England Show 

Reporting & Photos by  Rich Breton     
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES    Touch of England Show 

Reporting & Photos by  Rich Breton     
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS    MULTI-CLUB BBQ & SHOW 

MULTI-CLUB BARBEQUE, POOL PARTY & CAR SHOW 

MG CAR CLUB CENTRAL JERSEY CENTRE 

NEW JERSEY MGT REGISTER 

JAGUAR AUTO GROUP 

JAGUAR TOURING CLUB  

WHEN: Saturday, September 8, 2018, Noon to 5pm 

(Rain Date: Sunday September 9, same times) 

WHERE: 22 Paddock Road, Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ 07423 

Northern Bergen County, near Ridgewood 

HOSTS: Rich & Peg Breton 

RSVP: rbreton@optonline.net or 201-925-5864 

BRING: Something to share, your classic car, swim suit & towel optional!  

We will provide barbeque ribs & chicken, fresh corn on the cob, soft drinks and cold beer.  Please bring one 

food item to share, such as appetizers, salads, potato salad, cole slaw, fruits, snacks, deserts, etc.    

Hope to see you there! 
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS    CECIL KIMBER RUN 2018 
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MG CAR CLUB 2018 CALENDAR 

August 28 Tuesday 7:30pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

September 8 
Saturday 

12:00pm 

Multi-Club BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show 

22 Paddock Road, Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ  

Rain Date: Sunday September 9 

September 25 Tuesday 7:00pm 
Oktoberfest Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

October 21 Sunday 10:00am 
Cecil Kimber Run starts at Performance Garage Club, 

843 Route 12, Frenchtown, NJ  

October 23 Tuesday 7:30pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

November 27 Tuesday 7:30pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

December TBA Christmas / Holiday Party  

NOTICE:  Our club is always looking for new Officers.  Please contribute your talent, enthusiasm and ideas!  
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Aug 4  PENNEYPACKER MILLS BRITISH CAR DAY - British Car Show, hosted by the Delaware Valley Classic 

MC Chapter in Schwenksville, PA.  For Info: www.dcvmg.com 

Aug 5 CARS & CRUMPETS - Informal British Car gathering hosted by the NJ British Car Community at Dunkin 
Donuts on Route 202 SB, south of Route 10, in Morris Plains. 9am to 12 noon. For Info: njbcc.org 

Aug 18 EASTERN NY MGA CLUB PICNIC  Free Summer Barbeque for Members of the ENYMGA Club. 
Register online at: enymga.org  For Info: Nick O’Donohoue  973-872-1192 

Aug 19 CARS & CRUMPETS - Informal British Car gathering hosted by the NJ British Car Community at Dunkin 
Donuts on Route 202 SB, south of Route 10, in Morris Plains. 9am to 12 noon. For Info: njbcc.org 

Aug 26 JAGUAR CLUB PICNIC - Annual BBQ & Car Show, open to all British Marques, in Bridgewater, NJ, For 
Info : jdale1066@optimum.net 

 

Sept 14-16 BRITISH INVASION XXVIII - A three-day celebration of the British motorcar in Stowe, VT.. For Info: 
britishinvasion.com 

Sept 15 BRITS ON THE BEACH  - 21st Annual British Car Day, hosted by the Positive Earth Drivers Club in 

charming, historic Ocean Grove, NJ. Limited space, register early. For Info: pedc.org 

Sept 30 FALLFEST 2018 - British Automobile & Motorcycle Show at historic Fosterfields Farm, Morris Township, 

NJ. For Info: njtriumphs.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE LISTINGS OF BRITISH CAR EVENTS IN OUR REGION CAN BE FOUND AT: 

www://keystonemg.com/britcarcalendar.html 

LISTINGS OF NATIONAL BRITISH CAR EVENTS CAN BE FOUND AT: 

www://justbritish.com/calendar/ 

NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2018 

http://keystonemg.com/britcarcalendar.html
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS  

 

Annual JAGUAR CLUB Picnic 

Sunday, August 26th, 2018 
 

All British Marques welcome ! 

Car Tour through local countryside 

Popular vote car show 

50/50 Raffle Drawing 

    

 

Held on the lovely, shaded grounds of the Dawn Patrol Motorcycle Club, 

who will cater the event with a tasty selection of BBQ food and soft drinks. 

 

Please bring an appetizer, salad or dessert for sharing, homemade or not.  

A Prize will be awarded for the best Homemade Appetizer, Salad or Dessert 

 

$20 per person 

Kids under 16 are welcome & free! 

 

Located at 106 Robert St, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

Registration Starts @ 10:00 AM 

Car Tour Begins @ 10:30 AM 

PICNIC @ 12:30 PM 

In case of Bad Weather, Cancellation will be posted on www.jcna.com/users/ne52 

Please RSVP by August 19th
 
to: 

Jeremy Dale at: jdale1066@optimum.net 
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS  
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS  
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS  
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 NEW JERSEY CLASSIC CAR EVENTS 

CARS & CAFFE is a similar group organized by Tony Boniello, that meets on Sundays (9:30am to 

12noon), usually at the Ramsey Square Panera Bread and other venues in Bergen County,  

To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Tony at tboniello@gmail.com, 

or  https://www.facebook.com/carsandcaffe or https://www.instagram.com/carsandcaffe. 

WYCKOFF CLASSIC CAR SHOW / CRUISE NIGHTS  Weekly informal car meets for all makes, 

on Wednesday evenings 5:00pm to dark, from June through October.  At Cedar Hill Reformed Church, 

422 Cedar Hill Ave, Wykoff, a block south of Wykoff Ave.  

Information on many car shows in New Jersey can be found at NEWJERSEYCARSHOWS.COM    

CARS & CROISSANTS is group of classic car owners, founded by Abi Singh & Kirk Meighan, that 

holds informal car meets for all makes of cars on weekend mornings, (9:30am to 12noon) usually at the 

Chatham High School in Morris County, and other venues.   

To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Kirk Meighan at candcnj-

owner@yahoogroups.com or  Warren Hansen at whansen08@verizon.net 

 

CARS & CRUMPETS is a new group organized by Ralph Scarfogliero, that meets on alternate 

Sundays (9:00am to 12noon), usually at the Dunkin Donuts on Route 202 southbound, just south of Route 

10 in Morris Plains.   To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Ralph at 

201-206-1389 or www.njbcc.org 

mailto:candcnj-owner@yahoogroups.com
mailto:candcnj-owner@yahoogroups.com
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MG VINTAGE RACING 

Check below for information on the 2018 Season.  

Contact information: 

 VRG:  www.vrgonline.org 

 MGVR: www.MGVR.org  

 NJMP: www.njmp.com 

Greg Prehodka MG Vintage Racers Newsletter Publicity Coordinator 

E-mail: MGracer53@aol.com 

MGVR on the web:  MGVR.org 

http://www.vrgonline.org
http://www.MGVR.org
http://www.njmp.com
mailto:MGracer53@aol.com
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   MG or LBC  Vehicle  Checklist 
 

All vehicles need to get checked sometime, and the older they become the more frequent the checks should be.  
These guidelines for checking are based on my experiences of having a number of BLC’s since 1967.  I view 
checking at several levels, - plus an annual comprehensive check.  These are primarily “safety guidelines”.  
Rebuilding, restoring, cosmetics, and car storage are other articles.  And as you become more familiar with your 
particular LBC, you will learn what to really focus on for your model.   And of course, temper your list with some 
common sense too.  This is my comprehensive list.  Your skills will also influence what you can do – or have others 
do.  Make your own list.   Not everything will apply to every car, or to every car owner.  Safety is your call!   

 

Always:  Stuff you should have in your car. 

Some basic tools, some cash - including coins, registration & insurance card, possibly a copy of your state’s 
historic or antique/historic vehicle rules (police often do not know them – good to have a copy with you), 
vehicle manual, a good spare tire and jack, insurance information card of what to do in case of an accident, 
safety reflectors in case you break down, a flashlight with good batteries, an umbrella, first aid kit, bottle of 
water; duct tape, bailing wire, some tie wraps, a rag, blanket in colder weather, a cell phone, battery jumper 
cables, any auto club card (like AAA). 

Optional:  Volt meter, can of starting fluid, jumper wire with alligator clips, flairs, extra fuses, set of point, 
condenser, air pump, test light, extra set of car keys. 

Also, if you do not use your car on a regular basis, hook up a battery maintainer to it to keep your car’s 
batter at full charge while parked.  This will also increase the battery’s life. 

 

Regular Checks:  Short drives, not far from home.  A quick look before you take off 

Visual look around the car.  Any leaks on the floor under the car?  Tires look inflated properly.  Check engine oil 
level.  Brake lights working.  

 

Daily Drive Trips:  Maybe to some car show within a few hours away.  If you break down, it could be a problem 
getting help. 

Check: tire pressures, engine oil, coolant level, all lights; brake and clutch master cylinders, flashlight batteries 
still good?, horn working, spare tire inflated, have cell phone. 

 

To Be Continued - next month 

 

Greg Prehodka 

Keystone Region MG Club 

MGracer53@aol.com 

SAFETY NOTES 

Photos by Greg Prehodka 

mailto:MGracer53@aol.com
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2018 SPONSORS 
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2018 SPONSORS 
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Matt O’Connor and Elizabeth Camp  

THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2018 SPONSORS 

New Jersey MGT Register  
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MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES 
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THE REGALIA SHOP 

You aren’t the only one in need of proper attire. Your car 
needs some dressing up too. The MG Car Club  Jersey Central 
Centre has just what you need to make your British car “whine 
pleasantly,” instead of just making a racket. Check out these great 
deals! 

Grille Badges (2nd Edition) - The club’s very own (and quite 
handsome) grille badges. The “cream and cracker” color is just 
perfect for all “T and A” Series Mg’s, and also compliments your 
MGBs & Cs.  

Clothing items are available in many sizes and many colors of 
your choice. Prices vary based on size, and are subject to 
change.    

NEW ITEMS 

Mugs, Coasters, Clocks, Stickers .... All with the new Club 

Logo  at: www.cafepress.com/mgccnj 

 

For information or to place an order, go to the above website.        

MG Club Photos Available Online 

Photos of recent Club Events are available for 
viewing and downloading online as follows: 

Over 450 Hi-Res photos of Britfest 2018 are at: 

http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2018%20Britfest%20Show 

 

Photos of the 2017 Halloween Rally are at: 

http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/

library/2017%20MGCC%20Halloween%20Rally 

 

Photos of the 2017 Cecil Kimber Run are at: 

http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/

library/2017%20Cecil%20Kimber%20Run%20-%

20New%20Jersey 

 

Photos of the 2017 After Father’s Day Feast are at:  

 http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/

library/2017%20After%20Fathers%20Day%

CLUB NOTES 

Membership Changes & 

Corrections 

Keep your newsletter coming and your 

membership info (e-mail, postal mail, 

telephone, MGs, other information) up to 

date.   Please Contact Mary Hayes with  

any changes, corrections, or updates, at: 

mgmidgetmary@gmail.com  

 Book of the Month 

MG MADE IN ABINGTON 

There are many types of books in an MG collection. 

This new one by Bob Frampton is about the people 

who built our favorite cars, It provides insight into the 

people, times and place that created our MGs, 

including how the laborers viewed the factory and 

management.  Available at Amazon for $22.39 

MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES CLUB NOTES  

Courtesy of Just British Online Magazine.  

https://justbritish.com/ 

http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/library/2018%20Britfest%20Show
http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/library/2018%20Britfest%20Show
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 



26 

MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre                                                 

PO Box 435                                                                       

Convent Station, NJ 07961                                          

 
Meetings on the 4th Tuesday each 
month at 7:30pm at VFW Post #3401 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

Next Month’s Meeting 

Is OKTOBERFEST 

September 25, 2018   

at 7:00 pm.   

Articles are wanted for our next 

Newsletter. 

Please share your insights! 

Green  Table 

Every Monthly Meeting 

Bring it in - give it to a MG friend! 

    It’s our way to recycle stuff related to our 
hobby and other good stuff you might have.      

   Car stuff is always welcome, but take a 
look around your house for those items that 
you don’t want or need that others might 
appreciate.  We all have stuff like that!   

   Bring in anything that you’re willing to 
give away.  Just put your stuff on the Green 
Table where “Froggy” resides, and let 
others help themselves to your treasures. 

   Car parts, tools, hardware, models, 
magazines, manuals, books, videos, 
photos, posters, and – whatever!   

   Share your unwanted stuff with your MG 
buddies!  Someone may treasure it! 


